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1 , Col* Hubert tmdm, Ce roa o naing omoir 4o8oth 
Recaenslssano© Wing (Light) , sanouacsd today that Mb CMUKSUd baa 
been 4 ©si$ei*t»a to receive the needy procured Lockheed 8 *® *&?- 
craft. These aircraft will be assigned to the 40S6th a oft the 
U029tb Strategic HecouwilBBiaiee 8 $uaSrm (bother) and mil be 
utilised to esgpor t the 3rd lather Win® of the Ate Weather Service 
by providing aBtearols^elaM data frao fci#t altitudes* SfS» U»fi till 
«leo be utilised in the conduct of upper air research vfeich mil 
originate from this base* 

a. Leu^ilin Ate Force Bees baa beau chosen, in tbb instance, 
an it is considered acre suitable for opaivrt&msl training in the 
U -2 end provides a sera ©octroi location for research and Joist 
IjSAF/ABC weather activities to be oooductel in the eastern hemis- 
phere. 

3* S» newly sa^ilred U -2 aircraft, which are, for the first 
tine, Wise introduc&a to Ate Fore* operations, has undergone cm* 
ciderable tests by the National Advisory Conanlttea for Aeronautics. 
Since 1956 , BACA has bean conducting an upper atmosphere research 
program an a vorld-m.de basis, sad previously amounced that it sw- 
s.icUsrs the U-2 to be a capable vehicle for carrying out research of 
the type currently of interest to the UftAF. Bata obtained through 
the program has proven to be extreaely valuable in developing aeth- 
ods of forecasting metee«rca.ogieal pfaenGaasna which it tesperbmfc to 
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Meh altitude fl She H8AF is eurrestiy planning to eoBthaua 
this research OB a long term basis supplying both NACA end A&S ■with 
acquired data* 

4 , IB response to 1ft© r^pireamft of tbs AiS to increase 
altitude weather dot* collection capability, tbs VSflF negotiated 
with tbs Locftfteod AUmraft Caepcarotien for the srocRureasmit of U-a 
aircraft m a United basis* SeliwsrSss began during tbs latter 
part of fiscal y*«r I$>57. 

5, The introduction of the randy designed U-i itooroTt to Air 
Force operations will sot only enable weather euppeft to the priawy 
vehicle# of tbs 4o8&ib but sill enable the continuation of tbs valu- 
able data gathering research program currently being conducted by 
the mCh. 

6 , The U-2 aircraft is powered by a fratt & Whitney J-J7 ea- 

gins, and operates in tbs subsonic speed range at altitude* up to 
55,000 feet. Performance thus far baa prcweo it to be far more 
eeoocsaioal t h a n tactics! type aircraft, despite tbs need, for consid- 
erable iw&ntanance due to operational peculiarities. The Mf has 
nmitored tbe Loebbeed Aevalopment and Observers praise of the per- 
formance gov# rise be IXSAF interest end the subsequent limited pro* 
cerement* It is believed that tbe exp«a&®a capability which the 
UHAF can nor furnish, through the utilisation of tbe 8*2, #111 allow 
the aws to better its service to military operational forces. Tbe 
current SiACA program, as it 1# now scheduled, is of abort 

duration whereas tbe TJSAF pr ogr a m will be of indefinite duration. 
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